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Adipose tissue of the face. Itis everywhere the same?
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Subcutaneous adipose tissue of the face is organised in different fat pads subdivided in
superficial and deep layer. Although on macroscopical observation the facial fat pads appear
to be similar, during ageing they underwent to a different modification. Starting from this evi-
dence, we decide to evaluate if some differences should be described at microscopical level.

To start to investigate the structure and the ultrastructure of the facial fat pads, and to
obtain some details of their three-dimensional architecture, light and scanning electron micros-
copy were performed on samples harvested from 10 patients during maxillary surgery. 6 sam-
ples were harvested from Bichat fat pad and 4 samples were harvested from superficial fat
pads.

Light and scanning microscopy demonstrate that adipose tissue of superficial and deep lay-
ers are different both for the adipocyte’s dimensions and for the different organisation of the
collagen fibres that envelope the adipocytes.

These results represent the first step of our study, further experiments are now undergoing
in order to better evaluate the differences between superficial and deep layer, but also between
patients of different age and/or different BML
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